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of their nefls, or when bad weather obliges them to keep to
the pigeon-houfe. See P1GEoNn.

Tame PicEoNs; of thefe there are feveral fpecies.

. Runts, the largeft kind of pigeons, called by the Ita-
lxam, tronfo; but thefe may again be diftinguifhed into greater
or {fmaller; thofe which are commonly called the Spani/b runts

" are much efteemed, being the largeft fort of pigeon, but are

fluggith, and more flow of ﬂxght than the fmaller forts of runts ;
but the {maller-runts are better breeders, and quicker of flight,
for which they are efteemed. As for the colours of their fea-
thers, they are uncertain, fo that a judgment cannot be made
of the fort by them,
. 2,.’The next which makes the largeft figure, but is not in
reality the largeft bird, is the cropper, fo alled becaufe they
ufually do, by attracting the air, blow up their crops to an ex-
traordinary bignefs, even fo as to be fometimes as 1arge as their
Bodies. This fort is the more valued according as it can fwell
up it’s crop to the larger fize.

The bodies of this fort are about the bngnefs of the fmaller
runt, but are fomewhat more flender ; this fort alfo is of va-
rious colours in the feathers.

3. The fbakers; thefe are of two forts, wiz. the broad
tailed fbaker, and the narrow tailed /l)al'er: thefe are fo called,
becaufe they are almoft conftantly wagging their heads and.
necks up and down ; the broad are diftinguifhed from the nar-
row, in that the broad tailed fort abounds with tail-feathers,
about twenty-fix in number ; but the narrow tailed fhakers have
not fo many. .

Thefe, when they walk,; carry their tail-feathers and creft
fpread abroad like a turky-cock ; they have likewife a diverfity
of feathers.

4. The jacobines, or cappers ; which are fo called on ac-
count of certain feathers which turn up about the back part of
the head : Some of this fort are rough footed ; they are thort
billed, the iris of their eye of a pearl colour, and the head is
‘commonly white.

5. The turbit, which fome fuppofe to be a corruption of the
word cortbeck, or curtbeke, as they are called by the Dutch,
which feems to be derived of the French, court-lm‘, and ﬁgmﬁes
a fhort bill, for which this pigeon is remarkable ; ; for the head is
flat, and the feathers on the breaft fpread both ways. Thefe
are much of the fame fize with the jacobines.

6. The carriers, are pigeons fo called from the ufe which is
fometimes made of them in carrying of letters to and fro; cer-

tain it i that they are very mmblc ‘meflengers, for fome auﬁrs
affirm
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affirm that it has been found by experience, ‘that one of thefe
pigeons will fly three miles in a minute, or from St. Albans to
London in feven minutes ; this they fay has been tried by expe-
riments. '

We have an account of them paffing and repafling with
-advices between Hirtius and Brutus, at the fiege of Modena,
who had, by laying meat for then in fome high places, ufed
their pigeons to fly from place to place for their meat, they
having before kept them hungry, and in a dark place.

Thefe pigeons are about the fize of common pigeons, and of
a dark blue," or blackith colour, which is oné way of diftin-
guithing them from other forts: they are alfo remarkable for
having their eyes compafled about with a broad circle of naked
fpungy skin, and for having the upper chap of their beak covered
more than half from the head, with a double cruft of the like
g‘ilaked fungous body. ‘The bill or beak is moderately long, and

ck.

Thefe birds have this quality, that tho’ they are’ carried
many miles from the place where they are ‘bred or brought
up, or have themfelves hatched or bred up any young ones,
they will immediately return home as foon as they are let
to fly. ‘

When perfons would ufe them for carriers, they muft order
them after the following manner.

Two friends muft agree to keep them, the one at London,
and the other at #indfor, or at any other place ; he that lives
at Windfor muft take two or three cocks or hens which were
bred at his friend’s at London, and the other two or three that
were bred at /#indfor: when the perfon at London has occafion
to fend any advice to his friend at /indfer, he muft roll up
-a little piece of paper, and tie'it gently with a fmall ftring
paffed through it, about the pigesn’s neck.

But here you muft remember, that the pigeons you defign to
fend with a letter, muft be kept pretty much in the dark, and
without meat for eight or ten hours before they are turned
out, and then they will rift and turn round till they have
found their way, and continue their flight till they have got
home. '

With two or three of thefe pigeons on each fide, a corref-
pondence might be carried on in a very expeditious manner,
efpecially in matters of curiofity, &.

7. The Barbary pigeon, or barb, is another fort, whofe bill
is like' that of the turbit, (i.e.) fhort and thick, having a
broad and naked circle of a fpungy white fubftance round about
the eye, like that of the carrier pigeon ; the iris of the eye is

white, if the feathers of the pinion are inclinable to a darker
Gg3s : .colour,
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colour,®but is red if the feathers are white, as is obferved in
other birds.

‘8. Smiters, are pigeons fuppofed to be the fame that the Dutch
call drajers ; this fort fhake their wings as they fly, and rife
commonly in a circular manner in their flight, the males, for
the moft part, rifing higher than the females, and frequently
falling and flabbing them with their wings, which makes a noife
that may be heard a great way off, which often is the caufe of
their breaking or fhattering their quill-feathers.

Thefe very much refemble the tumbler pigeon, the difference
chiefly is, that the tambler is fomethifig {maller, and in it’s
flight will tumble itfelf backward over it’s head ; the diverfity
of colours in the feathers makes no difference.

9. The belmet pigeon, is diftinguifhed from the others, be-
caufc it has the head, the quill-feathers and the tail-feathers,
always of one colour, fometimes black, fometimes white, or
red, or blue, or yellow, but the other feathers of the body
are of a different colour. '

1o, The light ba;fman; this is fuppofed to be a crofs
ftrain, between a cock cropper and a hen of the carrier breed,
becaufe they feem to partake of both, as appears from-the ex-
crefcence of fleth upon their bills, and the {welling of their crops ;

~ thefe are not inclined to leave the place of their birth, or the
houfe that they have been ufed to.

11, The baftard-bill pigeon, is fomething bigger than the
Barbary pigeon ; they have thort bills, and are generally faid to
have red eyes, tho’ probably thofe coloured eyes belong only to
thofe that have white feathers.

12. There is a pigeon called the turner, which is faid to have
a tuft of feathers hanging backwards on the head, which, Mr
Ray fays, parts like a horfe’s mane.

13. There is alfo a pigeon of a fmaller fort, called the finitin,
but in other refpeéts like the former.

14. There is another pigeon called the fpot, fuppofed, (and
with judgment) to take it’s name from a fpot on the forehead,
juft above the bill, and the feathers of it’s tail always of the fame
colour with the fpots, and all the other feathers are white,

15. The mabomet, or mawmet pigeon, fuppofed to be brought
from Turkey, which is fingular for it’s large black eyes, but the
other parts are like thofe of the Barbary pigeon.

To diftinguith which are the males and females among
pigeons, it is chiefly known by the voice and cooing, the fe-
males having a fmall weak voice, and the male a lou% and deep
voice.

The food which is generally given to pigeons is tares, but if
fpurry feeds were mixed with them, or buck-wheat, thofe gralix;

' wou
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would forward their breeding ; however, with only tares they
may be expected to breed eight or nine times a year ; but per-
haps they feldom hatch above one at a time, tho’ if they be
in full vigour they will breed a pair at one fitting.

 In the feeding of pigeons, it is advifeable not to let them
have more meat at one time than they can eat, becaife they
are apt to tofs it about and lofe a great deal of it ; fo that
the contrivance of filling a ftone bottle with their meat, and
placing the mouth downwards, fo that it may come within an
inch of a plain or table, will give a fupply as they feed.

And fomething of the fame method fhould be ufed about their
water, by the bottle to be reverfed with the mouth into a nar-
row fhallow ciftern ; but they muft by no means be without
water, they being of themfelves a dry bird, and fubje to con-
tra& dirt and fleas. ’

PIKE, a very long lived fith, according to Lord Bacon and
Gefner, who fay he out-lives all other fith, which is pity, as
being an abfolute tyrant of the frefh waters,” as the falmon is
the proper King thereof ; the largeft are the coarfer food, and
the {malleft are always accounted beft : this fith never fwims in

-fhoals, but refts by himfelf alone, being naturally very bold and
daring, and will feize almoft upon any thing, nay, will unna-
turally devour his own kind : He breeds but once a-year, and
fpawns in February ot March. The beft fort is found in
rivers, the worft in meres and ponds. His common food is
either pickerel-weed or frogs, or what fith he can get; and
fome fay the faid weed both feeds and breeds them.

Pixe-FisHING; there is two ways to take the pike,
1. By the ledger, and 2. By the walking-bait. The ledger-
bait is fixed in one certain place, and may continue while the
Angler is abfent ; this muft be a live bait, of fith or frog ; of
fith, the beft is a.dace, roach, or perch; of frogs, the yelloweft
are beft. In ufing the ledger-bait, if it be a fith, ftick yout
hook through his upper lip, and then faftening it to a ftrong
line, at leaft twelve or fourteen yards long, ti¢ the other end
of the line, either to fome ftake in the ground, or to the bough
of a tree near the pike’s ufual haunt; which done, wind your
line on a forked ftick, big enough to keep the bait from draw-
ing it under water, all except half a yard, or a little more;
and your ftick muft have a fmall cleft at the end, into which

" faften your line, but fo, that when the pike comes, ise ma
eafily draw it forth, and have line enough to go to his hold and
pouch the bait. i :

But if the bait be a frog, put the arming-wire in at his
-mouth, and out at his gills, then with a fine needle and filk
fow the upper part of his leg, with one ftitth only, to your

Gg 4 arming-



